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On Feb. 26 in an interview with the New York Times, armed forces chief Humberto Regalado
Hernandez said that the Feb. 14 summit agreement to dismantle the contra forces was reached
with the advice and approval of the Honduran military leadership. He said the military would
cooperate with civilian leaders in developing a plan within 90 days for removing the contra bases.
Regalado added that he expected some contra units to use their weapons to resist the disbanding
of their camps, even if they are offered the chance to resettle in the US or other third countries. He
emphasized that Honduran troops would accept no role in disarming contra fighters. "The problem
of the contras is no longer a problem of Honduras alone. It is a problem of Costa Rica, Guatemala,
El Salvador of all of the countries of Central America." According to the Congressional Research
Service, US military aid to Honduras rose from $4 million in 1980 to an average of $64 million a year
from 1983 to 1988. Economic Support Fund (ESF) assistance rose from virtually nothing before the
war to $147.5 million at the height of the war effort. Development aid intended to promote economic
growth has also grown substantially. To the extent that Hondurans have complained about the
contras in the past, it had generally been to demand a higher price from the US for keeping them.
Those pressures came to a boil in March 1984 when Gen. Gustavo Alvarez Martinez, who had
helped to build the contra force, was dismissed by other officers as leader of the Honduran military,
and the Honduran government tried to negotiate higher levels of US aid. Alvarez was assassinated
in Tegucigalpa on Jan. 25. (Basic data from New York Times, 02/28/89)
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